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About the book 

A family mystery, a passionate encounter, a life-changing journey into the past … 

Charlotte Kavanagh’s beloved grandma Katarina Sanchez 
is gravely ill, so when she begs Charlotte to travel to her 
homeland in Andalucía to uncover the truth behind a 
mysterious painting, Charlotte agrees.   

Taking leave from her soul-destroying job and stalled life 
in Australia, Charlotte embarks on a quest through 
Granada’s ancient cobblestoned streets and vibrant 
neighbourhoods. There she meets Mateo Vives, a 
flamenco guitarist with a dark past, and quickly becomes 
entangled in the world of flamenco and gypsies, igniting a 
passion she had thought lost.   

But the mystery surrounding the painting deepens, 
reaching back in time to the war-torn Spain of the 1940s 
and Charlotte discovers her grandmother’s connection to 
the Spanish underground. Who is her grandmother, 
really? What is Mateo’s connection to her family history? 
And why is finding answers to a family mystery turning 
into a journey of self-discovery for Charlotte? 

Weighed down by secrets, betrayals and shattered 
relationships, Charlotte finds herself questioning the true 
meaning of heritage, family and love.  
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About the author 
 
 
 
Alli Sinclair is Australian born but 
considers herself a citizen of the 
world. She spent her early adult 
years travelling the globe, intent on 
becoming an Indiana Jones in 
heels. She scaled mountains in 
Nepal, Argentina, and Peru, rafted 
the Ganges, rode a camel in the 
Sahara, and swam with sharks and 
eagle rays in Belize. 
 
Argentina and Peru became her 
home for a while and it was there 
her love of dance bloomed. When 
she wasn’t working as a mountain 
guide or tour leader, Alli could be 
found dancing the tango, salsa, 
merengue and samba. 
 
All of these adventures made for 
fun storytelling and this is when 
she discovered her love of writing. 
Alli’s stories combine her passion 
for exotic destinations, the quirks 
of human nature, and the belief 
that everyone has an adventure 
waiting to unfold. She is a sucker 
for family sagas, romances and 
mysteries. 
 
Alli now lives in Australia with her partner and two children. New travel adventures are never far 
from her mind and Alli has every intention of her and the family achieving every one of them (a 
lottery win would help). 
 
As well as writing fiction, Alli blogs about storytelling, culture, and travel at www.allisinclair.com 
  



Suggested discussion questions for Under the Spanish Stars 
 
 

 

 Katarina did not teach her children or grandchildren about their Spanish ancestry because 
she hadn’t made peace with her past. Do you think it’s important to know your family’s 
heritage? Why or why not? 
 

 At the beginning of the novel, Charlotte is afraid to take risks. Do you feel she embraced 
risk-taking in the end? Why or why not? What risks have you taken in life even though they 
have scared you? What was the result? 

 

 Katarina kept many details about her life in Spain a secret for decades until she became 
gravely ill. If you had something in your life you needed resolved but you physically couldn’t 
do it, who would you ask to help and why? 

 

 Charlotte has a strong sense of family but has struggled with her father’s expectations and 
demands over the years. Katarina experienced something similar with her mother. Do you 
think it’s common for parents to try to influence their children’s lives, even when the 
children are adults? What examples have you experienced or heard about? 

 

 Personal duende is an aspect of life often spoken about by the characters. Have you ever 
experienced a moment of personal duende? What led up to that moment?  

 

 When Charlotte first arrives in Spain she feels like she’s returned home. Have you ever 
travelled somewhere new and had that feeling? Where was it and what did it feel like? 

 

 How did you feel when you discovered Katarina and Raul had missed their chance to meet 
again? Discuss. 

 

 What did you think about the relationship between Charlotte and Mateo? Is it possible for 
people from different cultures to have a successful relationship? How do you think the 
differences can strengthen or weaken a relationship? 

 

 Both Charlotte and Katarina gave up something they love only to discover they couldn’t 
deny their true calling. Have you ever given up something you were good at and regretted it 
later? What was it and why did you give it up? Would you take it up again or have you done 
so already?  

  


